1

A Salute to the great youth of Egypt
To the great youth of Egypt, the leaders of the Egyptian revolution of 25 January
2011, I salute you. For …
in the nobility of your spirit,
in the exuberance of your youth,
in the quality of your contacts,
in the unsullied idealism that you possess,
in the dedication to our common humanity that you bring …
… I find the hope of mastering the challenges of the difficult transition ahead, to
complete the revolution you have initiated and of building the better Egypt that
your actions have made possible.
The secret of your success lies in the bedrock of your values, not just in the
specific knowledge you have gained. You have learned to learn, but more
importantly, you have grown to care.
So, harness your skill, your imagination and your determination to create a better
Egypt, a better world for all, guided by a vision of a caring society where (in
keeping with Gandhi) there would be :
NO Politics without principle
NO Wealth without work
NO Commerce without morality
NO Pleasure without conscience
NO Education without character
NO Science without humanity
A vision where a people’s greatness is measured by the quality of the lives of their
poorest citizens not by the size of their armies or the scale of their buildings.
Yes! You have changed Egypt forever, and now we will follow your leadership
and join with you in the task of creating the new Egypt.
My friends,
You have been called the children of the internet, or the Facebook generation, but
you are more. You are the vanguard of the great global revolution of the 21st
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century. So, go forth into the journey of your lives, and create a better world for
yourselves and for others. Lead and all shall follow. Think of the unborn,
remember the forgotten, give hope to the forlorn, include the excluded, reach out to
the unreached, and by your actions from this day onwards lay the foundation for
better tomorrows.
Thank you. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.
Ismail Serageldin
Librarian of Alexandria
Director of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina

